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Session 5 
The Burning Question in People’s Hearts 

28 June 2020 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqHP7hYGUsA 

 
Shalom everybody.  Jeremy Gimpel here.  Welcome to the fellowship.  I am just so thrilled.  This 
is the first time I figured out the technology where I can see all of your faces at the same time 
forum all over the world.  I just… there has never been anything like this ever.  This is the most 
amazing, remarkable reality.  And all of you look so different and all of you are from different 
countries.  And all of you are so beautiful.  Just like emanating light connected to Israel.  Wow!   
 
Now, what I’m going to try to do now, is I’m going to try to figure out a way to keep all of you 
with me and at the same time, know what I’m going to say today.  So hold on.  Just one second.  
All right.  Everyone is here now.  I see almost all of you and at the same time, I can still have 
control over the technical difficulties of this international broadcast are really beyond my 
paygrade.  Just let me ride a horse and let me sing a song.  But finally, we’re really kind of 
bringing it all together.  So on our hearts when we started this fellowship, was we wanted to 
create some sort of synergy between all of the people around the world.  And sort of allow us 
to sharpen our swords as we sort of fence each other.  Grow together, challenge each other, 
hear questions, answers, and have it be interactive.  Where it’s not just a broadcast, but it really 
is a sense that I’m hearing what you’re saying, you’re hearing what I’m saying and then all of us 
together are sort of on this faith walk that Hashem has somehow brought from around the 
world. 
 
And so, the first idea and of course this really is just an experiment.  I don’t know if this will go 
as well as I plan, and you know I guess we’re just going to try a bunch of different things as we 
sort of grow together in this process, but right now what we did was we said, hey guys, ask your 
questions over the last few sessions.  Thoughts that you’ve had, challenges that you wanted to 
bring and if I saw that there were some questions that were, you know, oh wow, a whole bunch 
of questions that really seemed to be on the hearts of people…or there were some questions 
that were such great questions that I really felt like, well those ideas really need to be 
articulated even better, and that’s really to the benefit of the whole group, then we’ll take it 
from there.  And then some of this will be the first session where we’re really like sort of like 
doing it together.  And I’m hoping that once a month, as we kind of have, like you know three 
or four session together, there’ll be like questions that are asked to really allow us to go deeper 
in to the sessions that we’ve previously learned.  And so let’s kick it off.   
 
Question number one.  This is about just one of the past sessions.  Here’s what it says.  This is 
from Melissa in the United Kingdom.  Hey, Jeremy, in the second session you taught about 
praying with vision, setting your sights and aim toward the best ideals in my life and I have 
found that almost impossible.  I am so far away from my best life that when I think about what I 
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should be doing and what I am currently doing, I feel overwhelmed by the pressure of it all and 
it makes me not even want to try.  On the other hand, I see the value in setting these goals and 
don’t really know where to go from here.   
 
And I feel like that is an absolutely fair question.  That’s an important question.  All of us in 
some ways, have to be struggling with, you know, who we could be and who we are.  And what 
that means for us and how do we really attack that on the fundamental level.  Because I think 
that this fellowship, as we have envisioned it, is a tree.  And you know that the roots are here in 
Judea, and its branches are spreading around the world.  And it’s a living breathing organism.  
That’s how the relationship should be of all believers in the world.  And we’re trying in our own 
small way to set an example of what that would look like.  And anything that’s alive is growing.  
I think that’s almost maybe one of the definitions of what it is to be alive.  If you are alive, 
you’re changing.  And so, here we are, all of us on this faith journey, trying to grow, trying to 
become better and all of a sudden, we think about like who we could be and where we are and 
that’s really difficult.  And so, we want to set our eyes toward the ultimate good.  We want to 
set our eyes towards Jerusalem, towards the kingdom of God.  And in our personal lives toward 
our best selves.  And I imagine that less than 5% of the world population has ever done that.   
 
And you know, King Solomon, like we quoted in that session, brings it in the book of Proverbs in 
chapter 29:   
 

 
Now most people have never taken the time to establish a vision for themselves.  They’ve 
definitely not thought about a vision for the entire world.  What do we do with that?  Where do 
we go from there?  And so, why wouldn’t they do that?  That seems like such an obvious thing 
to do.  That seems like such a great practice.  What is stopping people from, you know, doing 
what seems definitely according to the Bible.  It’s like, man, no one here wants to perish.  No 
one wants to live an unfulfilled life.  And so why does that happen?   
 
And I think the answer actually lies within the Hebrew term itself.  And the Hebrew, this is so 
challenging for me.  Hold on, let’s keep it like this, hold on…there we go.  All right, and so when 
you set up an ideal for yourself, you set up an ideal for the world.  What you’ve done is you’ve 
set up a judge.  You’ve set up a judge, you have put God, you’ve put the ultimate good before 
you and now you have to judge your actions, your life based on that judgment now.  What 
could happen is you could actually like tyrannize yourself.  You could like become a miserable 
person thinking about like how unworthy I am and oh my goodness, the ultimate good and 
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where I’m at.  And the judge that you set for yourself could actually become like a terror in your 
life.  And so, you could just crush yourself in your own ideal in your own judgment.  And that 
really sounds a little bit like what Melissa’s done.  And I think that’s maybe just a natural part of 
the process.  The Torah actually recognizes this and expresses this idea through the Hebrew 
language.  In fact, the word God and the word judge are sometimes interchangeable in the 
Torah.  One of the Hebrew names for God is Elohim.  And the word Elohim is used when talking 
about judges in the court.  Let me show you an example: 

 
That’s a very famous quote in the Bible.  That’s where we have it.  It’s Genesis chapter 1 verse 
1.  The name for God there is Elohim.  And then we go off to the book of Exodus, where it’s 
really just talking about the legal realities of living in a community.  And let’s see what it says…   
 
It actually says Elohim in the verse, the one whom the judge condemns shall pay double to the 
other.  And so here we see that when you kind of live with a God in your life, you’ve lived now 
with an ideal in your life.  You’ve lived now with saying, you know, life is not just this chaotic 
reality.  No.  I can envision the ultimate good for the world.  I can envision the kingdom of God.  
I can envision a place, a world without war.   
 
You know the prophets of Israel, they were the first human philosophers to ever envision world 
peace.  Until then, war and chaos was just the way the world was going to be.  And all of a 
sudden, the prophets of His will gave us a dream.  They gave us God’s dream for a fixed world 
where nation would not lift sword against nation and swords of war would be turned into 
plowshares of productivity and all of a sudden, we can start imagining man.  Imagine, if the 
world instead of coveting each other and power plays and politics, actually got together to fight 
the coronavirus, to fight cancer, to fight the pollution of the world.  If the world actually got 
together and turned our swords of war into plowshares of productivity, the world would be 
unbelievable.   
 
But once you’ve set that ideal in the world, then you can look at the world and be like, man, this 
world is a broken, miserable place right now.  And if you’ve set the ideal in your own life, then 
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you’ve just made a judge for yourself.  And who really wants to be judged?  I think that if you 
really study the writings of Adolf Hitler, which I have, the Jewish people that brought the Bible 
into the world, it’s like a little bit of the cause of the anti-Semitism, because deep in the 
recesses of the mind of the secular leftist liberal that wants to just, you know, live his life in 
pleasure, they can’t do it.  Because deep, deep, deep, deep down, we’ve brought a moral to the 
world.  And ideal to the world.  And you know, they just want to do what their base instincts 
dictate to them.  And they hate us for that moral compass.  You know, in fact Hitler once said, 
“the Ten Commandments have lost their validity.  The struggle for world domination is between 
me and the Jews.  All else is meaningless.  The Jews have inflicted two wounds on the world – 
circumcision for the body and conscience for the soul.  I come to free mankind from their 
shackles.” 
 
And he’s just being honest.  He’s saying the Jewish people in their Bible, they brought a 
conscience to the world.  They’re going to make me feel bad if I steal.  I don’t want to feel bad.  
I want to be able to do what I want, how I want.  I want to be able to be free.  Well really free is 
just a slave to your own base instincts.  And here’s the deal.  Hitler was last generation, but 
don’t think that we’re off the hook now. Once again, in our lifetime, good as a concept is under 
attack.   
 
But on to our point now, what do we do about that judge that sets the bar too high for us?  The 
ultimate good is such a high aspiration, the kingdom of God on earth.  I mean a society that’s 
functioning on a godly level, it just seems out of reach right now.  And the distance from where 
I am now and where I need to be is so far.  It’s going to just make me lose hope in everything.  
And so, the way that I would look at that, is I think about my fitness, I think about my best self, 
and I imagine me next to Arnold Schwarzenegger.  That’s what I do.  I try to think if I was really 
fit, that’s right, me and Arnold, why not?  I could be like that.  I could be … well, and then I’m 
just being honest with myself.  I’m a 40-year-old father of six, I don’t think I’m going to be 
entering into any competition soon, so I’ve set like a bar that’s so radically outside of my ability, 
so out of my frame of existence, that that’s just not going to happen, so now what do I do?   
 
And so here is the key.  We have a king and the King almost always gives us the answers to our 
life’s struggles in His prayer.  His prayer is the Torah.  His prayer is a guide.  And in the book of 
Psalms 119:105, King David writes like this: 

 
We have big goals, but right now, a lamp to my feet.  I only need to take one step at a time, 
incremental progress.  That is key.  There’s no rush, small, tiny changes over time make a big 
difference.  We don’t have to strive to make it all the way to the end of the destination.  I am 
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never going to be Arnold Schwarzenegger in his heyday.  But that’s ok.  I could be a little bit 
healthier.  I could exercise a little bit more.  I could make small changes in my life.  I don’t have 
to make it all the way to the end of the destination.  In fact, I have no idea really how we’re 
going to get to the Kingdom of God, and I don’t know how to get to the kingdom of God in my 
life in so many aspects of my life.   
 
But King David here, he’s giving us a beautiful picture, almost of a car.  The car is driving down 
the road and he needs to get from New York to California.  And it’s like, it’s the middle of the 
night.  How could I possibly get from New York to California in the middle of the night?  I don’t 
know how the roads are going to go.  I don’t know the way, it’s too far.  How do I get there?  
Well King David says, well, it’s a lamp to my feet.  The headlights of the car, they shine about a 
hundred feet ahead of us and after we drive a hundred feet, the headlights will shine the next 
hundred feet and after those hundred feet, I mean the lamp will continue to show my next 
step.  And if you actually just follow that in faith, if you take the first step in faith and say, I’m 
just going to make one small step, I’m going to make one small step toward the ultimate good 
in my life, then one step at a time, like a lamp to my feet, I’m actually going to slowly and surely 
become better.   
 
But we just really need to see small steps of progress towards the greater goal, so what can I do 
today that will make me a little bit better than yesterday?  That’s all.  It can be, as small, 
literally, as a few grains of sugar.  Now listen to this.  I’m like a different kind of guy and I’m 
constantly in battle with myself.  And I think to really recognize that, like we can’t really control 
ourselves, we’re like a terrible employee.  I’m like, Jeremy, wake up early in the morning, wake 
up before the sunrise and then myself is like, I don’t want to wake up before the sunrise.  I got 
six kids.  I need my strength.  I want some extra sleep right now, and I have so many reasons 
not to wake up before the sunrise.  And then I start to tyrannize myself, so I’m really a terrible 
employee.  I’m even a worse boss and what I realize is that I don’t really have much control of 
myself.  I’m like, what is going on here with this internal struggle?  With so many dimensions of 
myself, how do I even make sense of this?   
 
So here’s the story.  I have a sweet tooth.  I do.  I don’t have many vices, thank God, but I just, 
I’m not a big eater, but I just love sweets.  I just love it!  I just love the sugar and I love like 
candy, and I love chocolate and cakes and ice cream.  It drives Tehila mad cuz that’s, she’s very 
healthy and I’m always sort of like bringing down the bar of our family because of my sweet 
tooth.  And I’ve struggled with it since I’ve been married with her.  And this is a few years ago 
now, I would put three spoons of sugar into my cup of coffee in the morning.  I’m just being 
honest.  It’s embarrassing.  That’s a lot of sugar for a cup of coffee, but that’s it.  It was just fun 
for me.  It would drive Tehila mad and that’s just how I like to start my day.  Let me have some 
coffee, let me have a little bit of sweet, and that’s just really fun for me.   
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And I’m deep into the learning of the rabbi of the Warsaw ghetto.  In Hebrew his name was the 
Aish Kodesh, the holy fire, and you know you talk about learning about keeping the faith in dark 
times.  I don’t think anyone can speak with as much authority as the Rabbi of the Warsaw 
ghetto who’s entrusted to keep the Jewish community spiritually alive and strong during the 
Holocaust.   
 
And you know, we found some of his writings miraculously after the war under the tiles in a 
house in one of the ghettos, like he wrote them down and then hid them from the Nazis.  He 
was actually killed by the Nazis, but his writings were actually preserved and we found them 
under the tiles by accident.  And he sees himself really as a teacher to prophets and that’s kind 
of a crazy way for him to see himself, because he was giving education towards a group of Jews 
in the exile, but I think that he somehow knew that his teachings would ultimately become 
very, very well read in the Land of Israel in the generation where prophecy will be restored.   
 
And so in his book, The People of Good Thoughts, that’s the name of his book, he says that a 
good exercise to do is to take your cup of coffee in the morning with a spoon less of sugar, just 
to strengthen your spirit over your body.  You know just like practice that.  It’s like an exercise.  
You don’t need it.  Just take one spoon less of sugar in the morning and like that kind of like 
tells your body, like by the way, my soul is in charge here, not you.  And he’s like, don’t go nuts.  
One spoon less of sugar.  Now it’s embarrassing, but I love my coffee with sugar so much that I 
couldn’t, I couldn’t do it.  One spoon off of my three spoons was really challenging for me and I 
know that might sound silly, but the bar that he set for me crushed me.  I just couldn’t do it.  
For the life of me, I couldn’t do it.  It was just like life is hard enough, just let me have my sweet 
coffee in the morning.  Give me a break.  It’s not like I’m drinking pig blood here.  Like, let me 
just have my coffee with my sugar.  Rabbi, why are you driving me crazy – like just how?  Why 
am I reading this book and I’m being challenged so hard?  It’s like I can’t, I can’t take…one, two 
is not enough for me.   
 
And so after months of struggling with my cup of coffee in the morning, I made a decision that 
when I pour the third spoon of sugar into my cup of coffee, I’m going to take out five grains of 
sugar.  Five grains of sugar, that’s what I’m going to do.  That’s not going to affect the taste of 
my coffee. I’m going to take out five grains of sugar.  Let’s do that.  I won’t feel it.  I’ll get my 
sweet sugar coffee jolt that I love so much in the morning.  I’m honoring the rabbi that I’m 
learning from and I’m not just letting the learning stay abstract in my mind, but I’m trying as 
best I can to integrate it into me.  And I’m just going to remove literally like a tiny few grains of 
the sugar off of the third spoon and then a few days later, I took out another five grains and 
then a week later I was already taking out like 15 grains of sugar.  Now 15 grains of sugar, that’s 
not like a lot of sugar to be taking off, but the point was, like I said, wow!  This is the way to do 
it.  It’s small incremental steps.   
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Now, I was learning.  I was at the height of learning this book.  This was maybe three years ago.  
Today I take my cup of coffee with one spoon of sugar.  Now that still bothers Tehila cuz she’s 
like, no, a tablespoon is like 2 ½ teaspoons, and you should really only be using one teaspoon 
and why do you even need sugar?  It’s bad for your cholesterol and there’s a constant chatter in 
my ear that I’m not eating healthy enough and that sugar is not good for me, but look, I went 
from three.  It took me three years, three years to get down to one spoon of sugar.  But what 
I’m still playing with, I still like it.  I’m getting it because Tehila’s constantly the chatter in my 
head.  I’m slowly, but surely making incremental growth. 
 
And you know, we spoke last time about the altar in the temple and a lot of people said that 
touched their heart and I just love the fact that sometimes we have these Jewish traditions that 
are not mainstream.  They’re not accessible to the world and that the teaching of the altar, that 
as we’re approaching God, as we’re approaching our best selves or approaching our destiny of 
who we’re supposed to be.  The ramp to the altar, there’s no steps.  You can’t just stop on your 
way up and that is to teach us that if you are not in the process of aliya, if you are not in the 
process of going up, of becoming the person you want to be, you are automatically engaged in 
iridah, in going down and becoming the person you don’t want to be.  But there’s something 
even deeper about that teaching as well. 
 
A Hebrew linguist, Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, pointed out something beautiful.  A very 
telling within the Hebrew Language.  Now we need to understand that the Hebrew language 
created the world.  And so, within the words itself, we can find truths about our lives.   
 

 
Now the word for growth is tzmicha, and the word for happiness is simcha.  Now they’re not 
the same root, but they are the same phonetic sounds.  And he says that is to teach us a great 
lesson.  Simcha, happiness, is found in tzmicha.  That’s why they practically sound like the same 
exact word.  It seems as though happiness, that is our emotional GPS system.  That is our 
internal guidance system.  If we are not happy, something is off.  Now sometimes, you can’t be 
happy because disaster strikes, chaos ensues, and obviously there’s reasons, but as a principle, 
we are meant to serve the Lord with joy.  We’re meant to be in this world and we’re meant to 
with all the struggles and with all of like, the problems of this world.  We have love in our life.  
We have life itself as a gift.  We’re meant to be happy and if we’re not happy, it means we’re 
not living right.  It’s like an internal guidance system.   
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And how do we find that happiness?  The Hebrew language is actually giving us the same 
guidance that the altar in the temple represents.  It’s the same teaching, that in tzmicha is 
simcha.  In growth, you actually find happiness.  When we feel like we’re growing, we feel like 
we’re advancing.  We’re becoming better.  We’re pursuing our goal.  We can achieve happiness. 
 
And now, my father is a very famous doctor here in Israel.  He’s written you know, he’s now in 
the middle of his second book translated into multiple languages.  He’s a neurologist, a master 
of the mind, of the brain, really a master of the spirit.  And science proves what the Hebrew 
language expresses to be biologically true.  It’s true, there are two areas in the brain that 
experience a sense of happiness.  One is like a happiness when you achieve the goal.  It’ like, 
wow, you’re hungry and you’re not feeling good and then you have a really good meal.  There’s 
a certain pleasure that’s activated that says, well, I am having the pleasure now of being 
satiated.  I worked, I got my prize.  When you get the prize, you experience a certain level of 
happiness.   
 
But the problem with that happiness is that it’s definitely fleeting, because once you get the 
new car, once you eat the delicious dinner, you’re not hungry anymore.  You can’t recreate it, 
you’ve just eaten.  You have the car.  It’s over.  You’re done.  The feeling goes away, so what do 
we do with that?  I mean, so much of Western civilization is constantly about accumulating 
more and more stuff.  It’s like the goal of life is to die with as many toys as possible and it’s like 
every time we buy a new thing, then we like get that little sense of happiness, but then 
immediately it fleets away and then we need to buy another thing and then another thing and 
it’s like an endless loop which might be very good to drive an economy forward, but as far as 
personal salvation, as far as a person’s well-being, their connection with who they are and 
where they need to go, that is not the way to achieve long-lasting happiness.   
 
But there is another section of the brain that shows when you are in pursuit of a goal that is 
meaningful to you.  In the pursuit itself, you feel excited, focused, fulfilled.  That’s a happiness 
that you can sustain because it’s a happiness that’s found in growth.  A happiness that’s found 
in the process itself.  Now in this process, you don’t want to overextend yourself because you’ll 
be crushed again by the impossibility and you’ll binge and you’ll crash and no.  What then do 
we do?  There’s a standard that we set for ourselves.  So, the answer to that challenge is 
incremental improvement.  Breakdown the ideal that you have into stages, into steps that you 
can achieve.  One step at a time.  That Hashem’s light should guide us like a lamp to our feet, 
one step at a time.  And if we just make small progress, just a little bit, we’ll see that over time 
what starts to happen, it’s like miraculous.  Don’t compare yourself to Arnold Schwarzenegger.  
You are on a totally different trajectory than he is.  The only person you can compare yourself 
to is you.   
 
That’s what’s like, this reality we’re told to walk around this world, with two notes in our 
pocket.  One is that the entire world was created just for me.  The second note is, I am nothing 
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but dust and ashes.  So, on one end, recognizing that we’re very small and insignificant and 
we’re just one small branch of a beautiful tree, but on the other hand, that small branch, there 
is a one-on-one relationship with the Creator of the universe.  That the entire universe is 
actually communicating directly to you at that time.  To compare myself to someone else’s 
journey, to their marriage, to their kids, to how they look, is an entirely radically off idea.  First 
of all, they will make us miserable, but second, it’s also not the true way to see our reality with 
God and our reality with ourselves and that touches a little bit on the Tenth Commandment of 
thou shall not covet, which we’re going to come to in just a little bit.   
 
So the only person really we should compare ourselves to is us, who you were a year ago, who 
you were yesterday, who you could be today.  I think that’s just about as good as we can do.  
What can you do today to make your life a little bit better than it was yesterday, and if you 
keep on adding a little bit of light to your life, a little bit more Torah, a little bit more prayers, 
just a little bit, it starts to compound.  It starts to grow and in six months, in a year, I mean the 
road to Jerusalem, if we really take that not only as the history of Israel, but it really is a 
blueprint for us.  It’s been a 2,000-year journey, one step at a time, small steps, incremental 
improvement and then all of a sudden, wow!  1948, a compound interest happened and we 
actually got our country back, but not all of it.  I mean, look at that, think about Israel’s return.  
In 1948, the UNI offered Israel the partition plan which really gave Israel a tiny sliver of the Land 
of Israel and most of it was desert.  And the Jewish leadership at the time took the offer.  I 
mean, it was like in the wake of the Holocaust, we could have some kind of homeland.  Some 
kind of independence.  One step closer, we’re taking it.   
 
And then the War of Independence broke out and Israel won a little bit more.  And now the 
entire world is watching and waiting.  Will Israel apply Israeli law to Judea and Samaria and take 
one more step closer to being an independent people, free in our homeland?  One step at a 
time.  It’s not just like, oh, and the kingdom of Jerusalem is just falling out of the sky.  Messiah is 
going to come and it’s all just going to happen in one shot.  I just, I don’t see that as the reality 
of the world and I also don’t see that as the blueprint in the Tanakh.  There are stages in the 
redemption process and those stages are for the entire world.  But really those stages for the 
entire world are a blueprint for us in our own personal lives because as the world is evolving 
and kind of on its trajectory towards its destiny, all of us, if we’re on that wave, should all be 
touching, tapping into our own personal destiny.   
 
And all we need to do, just like one step at a time.  And now the whole world is looking at 
Israel.  What are we going to do?  Are we going to apply sovereignty?  Are we not going to 
apply sovereignty?  Are we going to take the next step?  What will the Arab world say, will there 
be a backlash?  Will there be violence?  What is the Trump administration going to say?  What’s 
going to happen?  What should the Jewish people say? 
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And so, it’s amazing how the Torah portion of the week is a constant message articulated 
perfectly for us to give us guidance as we continue on our journey.  And like every week, I want 
to introduce Ari Abramowitz to share his perspective on the Torah portion, how it relates to 
Israel on a national level, taking the very next step because all it is, it’s just what we need to 
say.  How we need to speak to the world.  And the Torah portion and the Haftarah portion are 
really a guide to us.  So here’s Ari Abramowitz for you: 
 
Ari 
Shalom my friends, one of the things we’re trying to do together here in this fellowship is to see 
the world through a Biblical prism and through a Godly prism, which isn’t a difficult thing to do 
because if there was ever a time where the words of the prophets are manifesting into reality 
right before our eyes, it’s now.  Now as I explained in our first session, one of the primary ways 
that the Jewish people apply these Biblical lenses to our eyes, is by seeing the events of our 
times through the weekly Torah portion.  Yet this doesn’t only apply to the weekly Torah 
portion, but to the Haftorah as well, which is the section we read from the prophets which this 
week is from the book of Judges.  And considering what we’re going through now, it simply 
couldn’t be more relevant.  
 
Now Jeremy and I have been on a long journey together, not only is he my Rebbe, my 
commander in the army and my best friend, but my partner in helping create this Garden of 
Eden like oases out here on the Judean frontier.  And while these desert mountains have 
fulfilled their promise of blossoming like a rose, the nations of the world have joined together 
demanding that our Land be divided, just as our prophet said that they would so many times 
throughout the Tanakh.  I mean that in itself is mind-blowing, that the Torah foretold not only 
our exile from our Land and the scattered diaspora that would follow, but that we would 
miraculously survive that diaspora in an unprecedented way that no other nation has and that 
we would be in-gathered from the four corners of the earth against all odds.  And not only that, 
the Torah has told us that when we return, the nations will seek to divide our land.  The very 
fact that this string of events has occurred…is occurring, and it has been foretold so long ago, 
should be enough to persuade even the most steadfast cynic.   
 
So Jeremy and I actually made a video about this years ago, documenting some of these 
prophecies which we’ll include in a link below this video.  So in the Torah portion of this week, 
Israel’s traveling through the desert on their journey to the Land of Israel.  They arrive at the 
borders of the nation of Bashan and Amman.  And Moses sends a message, a kind, peaceful, 
loving message and he requests that the Jewish people be able to pass through their land and 
that they will take no food or water from them.  They’ll pass through in peace.  Both nations 
refuse and declare war and both nations are thoroughly defeated. 
 
Now one of my rabbis shared this beautiful insight.  He points out that no nation at the time 
even thought of suggesting that Israel return this Land that they’d won in the defense of war, 
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but if you skip ahead 300 years to our Haftorah, in the 11th chapter of the book of Judges, we 
see that’s exactly what happens.  The king of Ammon demands that Israel return the territories 
that he lost to them 300 years earlier and threatens war if they do not. In verse 13, he says 
Israel took away my land when they came out of Egypt, from Arnon, as far as the Yabok, and 
the Jordan.  Now therefore, return it in peace.  That’s what the King says.  This is even more 
reasonable than what we face today as the Palestinian Authority and Hamas regularly demand 
our complete destruction, giving huge cash rewards to anyone willing to murder a Jew, any Jew, 
even a little baby.  All that Ammon was demanding was their land back.  And they offered peace 
in return.  And he knew what he was doing.  He knew who he was dealing with.  Dangling peace 
before the Jewish people is an excellent manipulative technique because it’s pretty transparent 
that what we want is nothing more than this elusive peace that we’ve desired for so long. 
 
The leaders of today, Israel’s leaders today, though, they should open the book of Judges to see 
how we should respond to our enemies that have been murdering us and demanding our land. 
Yiftach starts by recounting the truthful history of the situation and how Israel came in peace 
and defeated them through a defensive war.  He retells the entire story from verse 15 on, but 
he concludes with these critical words.  He says, so now the God of Israel has driven out the 
Amorites from before His people, Israel, and you should possess the Land?  Why don’t you 
possess that which your God Chemosh gives you to possess?  But all that Hashem our God 
drives out from before us, we shall take possession of it. 
 
Now that’s a true Jewish leader.  He isn’t quoting UN resolutions or international law.  He 
explains that the Land is ours because God gave it to us.  He entrusted it to us.  It belongs to 
Him and that is why we will not surrender it.  Yiftach said these words and what was the result?  
God was with us.  And the last words of the Haftorah showed us.  They say and the children of 
Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.  
 
And now, my friends, the nations are uniting in one way or another seeking to divide our land, 
whether it’s through outright war, through terrorism, or through diplomatic coercion.  Their 
goal is the same. 
 
So I bless us that we should not fear them, no matter how great they outnumber us, but we 
should fear only Hashem and be willing to take any sacrifice necessary to defend this little, yet 
transcendently Holy Land from which He entrusted us to shine His light and to share His Torah.  
 
Hashem, you know our hearts.  You know that there is nothing we want more than peace and 
brotherhood for all of mankind.  You know how many times a day we pray for peace and you 
know how great is our yearning.  But Hashem, while we pray for the days when we’ll live 
together with our enemies as brothers, so many of them prepare for our demise and our 
destruction.  Hashem, rather than continue seeking diplomatic destructions and political 
diplomatic plans and political resolutions with those who hate us, allow us to put our faith in 
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You and remain loyal to Your will and the Land which You finally returned to us after such a 
long and painful exile.  And when you see that we finally return our hearts and our faith to you, 
then please bring us together in brotherhood with our enemies so we can beat our swords into 
plowshares and worship You together at the third and final Temple, which will truly be in the 
words of the prophet, Isaiah – a House of Prayer for All Nations.   
 
Shalom my friends, back to you, Jeremy.  Shabbat Shalom. 
 
Jeremy 
Thank you very much, Ari Abramowitz.  He’s so good and we’re just living in such amazing times 
that when you really think about it logically, like Israel is such a small, tiny country.  It’s like 
smaller than New Jersey.  And the whole world is watching how Israel is going to handle the 
sovereignty of it all.  How we’re going to take the next step forward and it’s almost like 
everyone is waiting to how their identity will unfold.  People that held this theology that the 
Jewish people were replaced.  They’re sort of in their heart of hearts rooting that we’re going to 
fail so they could replace us again.   
 
And then those that really just love the Word of God, that just love the Bible and seeing 
prophecy being fulfilled and seeing that destiny is at hand, they just in their heart of hearts are 
rooting for us.  And as we’ve seen, this has been a long journey for the Jewish people.  All of the 
believers that are out there, that have actually found their way back to Israel, back to interest in 
the Torah, back to living a more Biblical lifestyle…once you kind of peel away, at almost 
anyone’s life that I’ve ever met, I find the most dramatic, epic stories.  Novels should be written 
about almost everyone’s life.  These stories that they’ve lived through and the struggles that 
they’ve endured and all that they’ve done.  And it seems like everyone here that I’ve gotten a 
chance to meet now is seeking to become a better person, closer to God, closer to Israel, closer 
to the Torah, seeking to really serve our higher purpose here.   
 
And on one hand, we are connected to the destiny of Israel and our eyes are always watching 
over Jerusalem and International developments, but ultimately the most real concern is our 
personal lives, our families.  That’s the main challenge we have before us on a day-to-day level.  
And one of the biggest challenges and one of the questions that we received from so many 
different friends and so many different angles was about our children.  All we want is to pass on 
the values, the morals and relationship we have to our children.  But what do we do about our 
children, that are just not into it?  What do we do with the people that you know, so many have 
made huge decisions?  Dedicated their lives to walking in the light, and you know the teenagers 
are just not into that right now.  That’s just not what’s happening in their life.  They’re just not 
feeling it.  So what do you do now?   
 
So this is a very exciting point for me in the fellowship, because to answer that question 
properly, I have brought in the big guns, Tehila Gimpel.  We filmed this section this morning 
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before the fellowship, and although this may be an ongoing topic of family, of marriage, 
because the entire Torah really is told from the paradigm of family, it’s not just a book of 
wisdom and a book of laws.  But it’s the story of you know, of Abraham, and Sarah, and Isaac 
and Rebecca, and Jacob and his children.  They go down to Egypt.  It’s all from the paradigm of 
family.  And the Bible is really teaching us that the foundation of our lives really is our families.  
And what happens when our children are going off the way?  They’re not doing what we want 
them to do?  And so there’s a little bit of a technical issue here.  I’m going to do my very best to 
play this video for you and for a little bit, just share the wisdom of Tehila with all of you.  
Because she is an amazing mother, a dedicated, dedicated parent and you know we have six 
kids.  Our oldest is almost 17 now, our youngest is 2.  So we have quite a spectrum.  We have 
quite a bit of experience.  And my rule is, listen to her.  Whatever she says, that’s my rule.  And 
so, I wanted to give over this little section that we recorded today. 
 
Jeremy and Tehila 
All right, well fellowship, we are entering into a new era.  Welcome Tehila Gimpel to the 
fellowship.  We opened up for questions and answers and a lot of the questions had to do with 
parenting, with children, with family.  And I just wanted to bring the expert here.  
 
So, hi guys.  It’s so nice to meet everyone.  I’ve really been enjoying getting feedback by email 
and questions and I’m getting to know some of you.  There’s a question that keeps coming up in 
different forms and permutations, and it’s about what do we do about kids that aren’t following 
in our path?  You know, as part of this fellowship, I’m sure that a lot of you have this feeling 
that you’re you know, starting a journey with Hashem, or in the middle of a journey with 
Hashem.  And we’re really lit up.  We’re inspired, we’re excited and then it doesn’t always 
transfer to the kids.  It doesn’t always transfer to the kids.  You know, you might have a bunch 
of kids and one of them is not really into it.  You might be the only one who’s getting fired up 
for Torah and the rest of your family is just kind of looking at me like, what’s happening with 
mom?  What’s happening with that?   
 
So what do we do about kids that aren’t following the same, you know, faith path journey that 
we’re on.  That’s something that keeps coming up and I think we also you know, relate with 
that as a family.  I’ve yet to meet a family either Jewish or from the nations, that doesn’t at 
some point have some kind of struggle with this issue.  With your kids.  How do you get them 
excited and inspired for the things that you’re excited and inspired for?  And what do you do 
when they’re not?  What do you do when they’re not?  You know, Jeremy and I sometimes 
laugh, you know, we’ll see a family, that we’re like…oh that family is perfect.  They don’t have 
any struggles with their kids.  And over the years, we’ve learned to just say, wait for it.  Wait for 
it.  Because you know, everyone, at least who we know, seems to have this issue that they have 
to deal with in some way or another.   
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Now what is the right way to look at that internally?  How do we deal with that?  How do we 
deal with our kids and how do we deal with our own feelings of shame and inadequacy around, 
you know, things that didn’t exactly turn out the way we planned with our kids?  What do we 
do, what do we do with that?   
 
(Jeremy) So, I’m going to take a least my fundamental prism through which I see things and 
then I’ll give it over to the expert, maybe with a little bit more detail.  The story of Judah is the 
foundational story of the Jewish people.  He’s the father of King David.  He is like the leader, he 
is the King, and you see the story of Judah is a story of self-discovery.  They sell Joseph.  Judah 
literally has an identity crisis.  He leaves the family, cuts himself off from the destiny of Israel.  
Goes down, it says multiple times.  Becomes intermingled with the prostitutes, intermingled 
with non-Jews, and just, he’s like, he’s out.  He is off the path.  And Jacob and his family are just 
like, what do they do?  And then it’s a whole process for Judah to actually find his way back into 
the fold, to take his place within Jewish destiny, to take his place within the family.   
 
And I think that that is a blueprint for all of us.  That every child needs to find their own way.  
We have our way, and we’ve found our own way, and we’ve paved our own path in our own 
lives, and then the best way for a child to really grow into himself is he’s going to have to make 
mistakes.  He’s going to have to go down and he's going to have to find his own way back into 
the family and into the destiny of Israel.   
 
And I think that that’s like very comforting to realize that every person has their own faith 
journey.  And as the children kind of grow and evolve, they’re going to find their own way and 
that’s not something to like be embarrassed of.  That’s just the blueprint of how the world 
works.   
 
(Tehila)  I would take it even further, I would say the entire book of Bereshit, the entire book of 
Genesis, is really a story of parents struggling with this.  You have Avraham struggling with 
Ishmael.  You have Yaakov struggling with all of his kids.  Right?  It’s not the exception.  It’s 
almost the rule and before the Torah even gives us, even tells us about the laws and you know 
gives us the Ten Commandments, it’s already setting out for us…get ready, even when you 
know even the greatest giants, the founders of our faith, they struggled with this.  That for me 
kind of takes away that element of shame.  What’s wrong with me?  Why isn’t my kid behaving 
the way that I wanted?  If you know that all of our fathers struggled with it and they’re, you 
know, their story is really the blueprint for all of our reality, I think it kind of settles down that 
feeling. 
 
(Jeremy) And also to realize that the epic legendary stories of the patriarchs and matriarchs of 
Israel, all of us have our own stories that are unfolding and we have kind of a model with these 
challenges.  Sometimes emerges the most beautiful of all stories.   
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(Tehila) Yes, something interesting is that in Hebrew the word for parent is hore, and the root 
of hore is herion.  Herion is to be pregnant.  From what I know, and you guys are from 24 
different countries.  So you guys can tell me about your languages, but I’m pretty sure that 
Hebrew is the only language where the word for parent actually means pregnant.  It’s like, 
imagine, you know, the word parent let’s say in English comes from a totally different root than 
the word pregnancy.  In Hebrew, it teaches us that your entire parenting career, and it doesn’t 
matter if your kids are two, twenty or forty, your entire parenting career is kind of like an 
ongoing pregnancy.  Just because the kid is out of your body doesn’t mean that you’re done 
with the pregnancy, because what’s a pregnancy?  I mean you’re pregnant.  You know your 
baby is developing and you don’t rush it.  You never meet some mom who says, I really hope 
my baby’s born prematurely because I just want to get them out because, you know, that 
inside, your baby still has stages to develop.  And so the Hebrew language I think is teaching us 
to look at our entire parenting career like that.  You know you’re never going to say, ok, you 
know you’re ten years old, you’re 18 years old, you’re 25 years old.  I expect you to be done and 
fully baked. 
   
You’re on a journey.  It’s an ongoing pregnancy where each stage has its development and to 
have this expectation that at any certain stage, your child is going to be completely done 
developing and becoming who they are.  It’s just an unrealistic expectation and that’s sort of 
also for me, it give the right, healthy kind of perspective on how to see your child’s 
development. 
 
Jeremy 
Even in that hora, to teach; hore, to parent; herion, to be pregnant; and Torah itself.  It’s all 
saying that this is all just a pregnancy.  We’re all within this room of like mercy, recham is 
mercy, it’s also like a place of growth.  It’s a place of like just giving a safe space to allow the 
child to like, to find their own way. 
 
Tehila 
And with that, I was studying, there’s a prayer of the  (?) Horowitz, who was one of the greatest 
spiritual leaders and Torah scholars of Ashkenaz in the 17th century.  He wrote a prayer.  I going 
to try to send it out to everybody by email.  I actually found a translation of it into English as 
well.  He wrote a prayer for parents to say over their children.  And it’s a beautiful prayer..He 
teaches us that just every child needs prayers.  Our children need our prayers and an 
interesting thing that he says within the prayer that he wrote and it connects with what we 
were just talking about, about Genesis, is that he says, may we all live, you know, merit to 
eternal life before you Hashem.  And you know what verse he quotes?  He quotes the verse he 
says …may he live before you.  Who is he talking about when he says may he live before you?  
Where does that show up in the Bible? 
 
Jeremy 
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Busted, I don’t know. 
 
Tehila 
Oh, of course you do!  Yishmael.  Right?  When he says, may he live before you and when 
Hashem says, you know, I’m going to give you Yitzchak, he says, may Yishmael live before you, 
right?  And so it’s I think, it’s so interesting that within his prayer, he doesn’t quote a verse 
about one of the children that were like the top contenders for being the greatest successes in 
the Bible.  He quotes Avraham talking about Ishmael, meaning that desire that Avraham had for 
Yishmael to successfully live a god-fearing life in front of Hashem, that was a source of 
inspiration for the (?) in that prayer.  I mean that connects kind of with what we were talking 
about, so I just love that prayer.  I’m going to send you guys out a copy of it. 
 
Another thing I think gives us a lot of kind of strength in this, …for me, it’s a really important 
thing in our parenting journey is Torah study with each kid.  Something interesting about 
Maimonides.  Maimonides writes in the laws of Torah study, you would think that in the laws of 
Torah study, the first law would be, study the Torah.  Right?  Wouldn’t that make sense?  It’s 
the Laws of Torah Study.  Interestingly, the commandment to study Torah, actually only shows 
up in the 8th Law that Maimonides brings.  You know what the first ones are about?  Studying 
with your children.  Maybe you would think that it’s like, ok, you study, you have a lot to impart 
to your children, and then you know, the Rambam would say, teach that to your children.  He 
goes in the opposite direction.  He says study with your children, study Torah with your children 
and then later on he says, learn Torah for yourself.   
 
So for me, that teaches me something so fundamental.  It’s like, you can learn on your own.  
That’s great, but the real learning process comes from learning with your children.  When you 
sit and try to crack something open and make accessible for your child and meet them in the 
place where they are, it’s a greater Torah study than just getting fired up yourself.   
 
Something really interesting happened to us on Shavuot.  We were trying to study with our 
children.  I said to each kid, I really want you guys to find the Torah book that, the Torah field 
that speaks to you the most and we’re going to learn with each child the thing that interests 
you most.  On Shavuot, we’re going to have individual, special Torah time with each kid.  And 
so, you know it’s our son, Akiva said, I want to learn the prophets.  Great.  So we’re learning 
prophets with him.   
 
Aden says,I want to learn prayer, and so we’re studying the Sidur together.  With little Noam, 
we’re learning the tzit-tzit book, about tzit-tzit because he’s four and just started wearing tzitzit 
last year and then with our oldest son who seems to be one of our least inspired…no, that’s not 
what I was going to say.  One of our dear friends in the fellowship who I’ve been writing and 
emailing back and forth on this subject, she shared with me the idea of individuating.  That 
adolescents, teenagers, young adults, they need to individuate, and they need to kind of find 
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their own individual identity.  So with our oldest, it seems like everything that we’re excited 
about in Torah is the opposite of what interests him in Torah.  Right?  If at all, right?   
 
Then I was kind of like, ok, what do you want to learn?  And Jeremy and I are all about learning 
the mystical teachings, and the prayers, and the spiritual, and the prophets.  And I kind of 
thought he was just going to brush me off and be like naaah.  But he said, I want to learn.  I 
said, what do you want to learn.  He goes, I want to learn the law.  I want to learn halacha.  And 
I said, ok, which halacha?  And he goes, I want to learn the law of the Sabbatical year.  The 
working of the fields, how you’re allowed to work the fields in the Sabbatical year.  The 
Sabbatical year is about another year and a half.  He’s like, I want to prepare for the Sabbatical 
year.  And I’m thinking to myself, ok, so I go to the shelf and I find a book about the Jewish laws 
and we are just learning together, chapter after chapter of how you’re allowed to pull up weeds 
in the Sabbatical year.  That’s going to be in another year and a half, right?   
 
Jeremy 
It was like, I was shocked that he wanted to learn anything at all and then of course, he chooses 
like the one topic that is like… 
 
Tehila 
It’s like the least …it’s not us, but we were so happy and it reminded me of the Talmud says that 
when the Torah comes down into the world, it’s like a hammer hitting a rock.  Sparks go out 
everywhere.  It says there’s 70 faces to the Torah.  There are 70 ways in which the Torah comes 
into the world and each person has their own spark, their own way.  And so for me, that was 
showing how each kid has their own path in Torah.  And instead of us trying to come and say, 
this is the way to the Torah.  Hashem says, no, there are 70 paths to the Torah.   How can I kind 
of accompany you on your Torah path which might be totally different.  You know it might be 
totally different and not even look like a Torah path to me.  But that doesn’t mean it’s not a 
Torah path.  There’s just so many ways that it can express itself in the world. 
 
Jeremy 
And so, that’s the answer on the one foot for that question.   
 
Tehila 
A few thoughts, it’s definitely not an answer. 
 
Jeremy 
It’s like an ongoing conversation.   But I think that remembering that the children, they’re not 
us, they kind of come through us and then they have to find their own path in the world.  And 
that everyone should be blessed to help their children to find their own path in the world.  And 
when their path seems like they’re going all the way in the other direction, just realize that 
that’s a part of their journey as well.  All right.  (end of recording with Tehila and Jeremy) 
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Jeremy 
Well that was cool, that was fun!  I’m glad that you guys got a chance to finally meet Tehila in 
all of her glory.  Hopefully, we’ll have more of her as we continue on in the fellowship, but I 
think that really is in a nutshell for me.  It’s the only way I can live in the world, because you 
know, our oldest, he is not the most Torah inspired person.  He’s inspired by so many things, it’s 
just not his thing right now.  But I’m like, ok, it wasn’t Judah’s thing for so long and that’s just 
like a blueprint that’s laid out.  And he became the ultimate leader of the whole family.  And so, 
giving people their space, I think, that’s alright.  We’ve all found our way, I mean everyone in 
this Fellowship has found their own way.  No one here is just like a cookie cutter of a certain 
denomination that they’re just happy and content in their own religious path.  Everyone here 
has found their way and I think that’s sort of what connects all of us.   
 
And so, we have to give our children that same freedom and so I think that more importantly is 
that the life of the Spirit of the Bible, which is really what connects all of us together, our eyes 
are towards our families and at the same time, our eyes are towards Israel and somehow our 
personal lives are unfolding in the midst of this global transition now.  And how we raise our 
family needs to be in relation to what’s happening in the world around us.   
 
And that brings me to my next question.  This question was given to me by Jay from Dallas in 
the United States.  And here’s what he says, Dear Jeremy, you spoke about the Tenth 
Commandment, thou shalt not covet, in relation to American culture, and I absolutely agree.  
But as I rewatched the session, I couldn’t help but wonder why did the command to not covet 
rank in the top Ten Commandments at all?  You shall not hate your brother in your heart or 
maybe love thy neighbor as thyself seem more fundamental.  Can you please help me 
understand it more? 
 
And I think that is a fantastic question, although it was the only one that was asked out of the 
fellowship.  I really like it.  That’s a really good challenge.  Let’s dig deeper into that because it 
just so much interconnects about like, here I am, living my life and I could covet Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and like the fitness thing that he’s in, but there’s like a teaching here.  In the 
Tenth Commandment, like wait a minute.  Really, you should not even be looking at someone 
else’s wife, their house, at their money, and their anything.  It’s so fundamental.  It’s of the Ten 
commandments.  So, I think first we really need to understand the Ten Commandments. 
 
It is the summary and foundation of the whole Torah.  If you are not living by the Ten 
Commandments, it doesn’t matter if you’re a Jew or a non-Jew, I mean I hate to be exclusive, 
but you’re out if you’ve murdered someone, you’re out.  If you’re stealing, you’re out.  If you’re 
worshiping idols, you’re not in relationship with God. It’s just like the fundamentals of reality 
are the Ten Commandments.  Honoring your mother and father, adultery, it just, it’s all there.  
If you are, I know that rabbis like to talk the Noachide laws, the seven laws of Noah, the Ten 
Commandments.  The Ten commandments – God gave us the Ten commandments for that.  
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Let’s just say if you are not keeping the Ten Commandments, you’re out.  You’ve gotten an 
actual F in your life and that’s it.  You’re out of the game.  And so, think of the Ten 
Commandments, those tablets.  That’s what was in the Ark of the Covenant.  Those are the core 
values and Spirit of the Torah.  Now if those are the fundamental statements, because they’re 
not commandments.  They’re not commandments.  I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of Egypt.  That’s not a command.  That’s the First Commandment.  It’s not a command at 
all.  In Hebrew, they are statements.  They’re called Dibrot.  They’re words from God and those 
words are meant to hit us not only as a command, but it’s a framework of how we’re meant to 
see reality, meaning the way we are meant to relate to God is a God who brings us out of 
slavery.  He introduced Himself to us in that way, meaning, I’m not just a God that created the 
heavens and the earth.  No, no, no.  I’m following you and if you’re in trouble, I am here to save 
you.  I’m in direct relationship with you, a personal God that has a name.  Here I am, it’s nice to 
meet you. 
 
He’s not just a cosmic God of the universe, no, no, no.  He brought the Jewish people out of 
Egypt because He promised to one specific family that He would watch over them and then 
teach the rest of the world that He watches over them because if He watches over us, why 
were we chosen?  That’s the fundamental reason.  We were chosen in order to teach the world 
that they could be chosen as well.  And it’s like… and if you enter into the covenant with 
Abraham, you attach yourself to the Tree of Israel.  You attach yourself.  Then you are now 
being watched over as well.  Anyone that wants to enter into a relationship with God is able to 
be watched over and have a relationship with Him.  That’s the fundamental first statement.  
That He’s a God that has a relationship.   
 
And so you know, there are commentators that talk about thou shalt not covet and they say, 
well, listen.  It’s like a gateway.  If you don’t covet, then you’ll never steal, you won’t kill, you 
won’t be an adulterer, and it’s like the last of the commands.  That’s like the gate keeping us 
away from all the others.   
 
And I think that that’s ok.  And I think that there’s wisdom to that, but I think that there is 
something far more fundamental here.  The Ten Commandments are giving us the base rules of 
how to engage in the world, how to live in relationship with men and how to live in relationship 
with God.  And if you’re looking over at your friend’s house and his wife, at his money, you are 
out of the game.  You’re not looking at the world with the right eyes.  It’s not like love your 
neighbor, you could love your neighbor, you can hate your neighbor and still be in the game.  If 
you’re trying to look at someone else’s life, you’ve literally, you’ve missed the relationship, 
because God has placed before you exactly what you need.  You’re living with a set of 
circumstances.  You were brought up in a particular way, given a particular education, your 
financial situation is exactly tailored for the journey that you’re going through in this world.  
How can you possibly compare yourself to anyone outside you?  They’re on a totally different 
journey.  Their relationship with God is on a totally different level, in a totally different 
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dimension.  And you are on a totally unique journey tailored only for you.  Looking around is 
taking your focus away from where it should be.   
 
That’s why it’s in the Ten Commandments.  It’s like I am the Lord your God.  That’s how it starts 
and at the end, don’t forget, I’m your God.  No one else’s, it’s me and you… we’re in this 
together.  Don’t look at that neighbor, I’m in a totally different relationship with that guy over 
there.  You have no idea what he’s going through.  You think his wife may be pretty, but let me 
tell you.  She’s a real difficult lady to live with.  You have no idea, you have no idea what anyone 
else is going through.  Don’t even look there because God is communicating to you in your own 
life.  It’s a one-on-one relationship.  It’s like, if there’s a game that’s being played, you’re out of 
bounds.  You’re not in the game anymore.  It’s the final command because it’s the final lesson.  
Everything you have.  Your parents, where you were born, how you were raised, how much 
money you’re making.  All of it is for you.  You’re being grown into who you are meant to be 
and looking at someone else means you’re missing the mark.  I can’t be who I need to be if I 
have the circumstances of someone else.  Maybe I’m in the financial situation that I’m in right 
now in order to grow my faith, in order to grow my courage in order to make me the man that 
I’m supposed to be.  If I’m looking at someone else’s thing, what does that have to do with my 
own growth journey?  What does that have to do with who I am? 
 
And so, we are all in a process and Hashem is with all of us.  Do not covet because what the 
other person has, absolutely nothing to do with who you are and who you’re meant to become.  
And so, in our lives, it seems like happiness comes when we’re growing.  When we’re striving 
towards the ideal goal of that we believe.  That engages us, we believe it that.  We want it.  This 
relates to the first question so deeply.  You know, we just can’t compare ourselves to other 
people.  And God is giving us that guidance in the Ten Commandments.  We wouldn’t have had 
it with love your neighbor as yourself.  Okay, that’s a good command, but He’s actually saying, 
no, the only way that you can grow in a relationship with me, the only way you can grow in 
relationship with yourself is actually for it to be a one-on-one relationship.   
 
You literally have to put blinders on your eyes.  That’s the last command.  I am the Lord your 
God – Your God.  Don’t look at anyone else.  And in that place, you’ll be able to find your own 
tikkun, your own restoration, your own tshuva, your own path, your own strength, your own 
faith.  And so, it’s a one-on-one relationship and it’s the final lesson of emunah, it’s the final 
lesson of faith.  Everything that happens to us has a very specific meaning to us.  It has meaning 
that’s tailored directly to us.  Messages are being sent to us all the time.  Sometimes through 
spice carts, sometimes through interactions with people, sometimes through messages that we 
can learn in the Torah, sometimes from a madman on a mountain in Judea that’s sending a 
message directly to you.  My favorite messages are the stories that I’m getting from people 
around the world.  We’re in the middle of a session where they’re learning about Noah’s ark, a 
small group gathered together in Alaska, and they watched when we were talking about 
building an ark together and they looked out the window and all of them saw a beautiful 
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rainbow.  And they’re like, wow, can you imagine the spice cart that like fell out of the sky for 
them.  And so, all of us are sort of entering into some beautiful Divine providence because all of 
us are sincerely striving to become better, to become closer, one step at a time. 
 
And so, people say that they love seeing the progress of what’s happening here at the Arugot 
farm, and so I also wanted to share one last video that’s very short, just to show you guys a 
little bit of what’s happening on the Arugot farm.  The windows are still being made, but now 
our ecological pool, which is literally turning the desert into a Garden of Eden like oasis, we’ve 
just now taken the next step.  First, I want to show you what happened to me yesterday 
morning, and then yesterday afternoon, so check this out. 
 
(video) 
Hey friends, for those of you who know me, that have read my book, you know that waking up 
before the dawn is the prophetic way of waking up.  It’s the guidance of the prophets, it’s 
actually the first law in the Jewish codified law.  To wake up like a lion before the sunrise.  And 
just so you know, the sun is rising here over the mountains of Judea and all the people of the 
Fellowship all the prayer requests are the first thing that are on my mind.  And so know that as 
the sun is rising for a new day and your prayers are being brought forth here in the mountains 
of Judea.  And that’s really beautiful. 
 
Shalom friends, for those of you who are familiar with the ecological pool in the heart of the 
Arugot farm, we’re just now starting the landscaping around it.  So we’ve brought eight palm 
trees from the Jordan Valley and we’re here right at the edge of the desert, so it’s really just the 
perfect climate for these palm trees.  And now, in the middle of the desert, we are building a 
Garden of Eden-like oasis, overlooking the desert, the mountains of Jordan and the Dead Sea.  
It is really something to see, and so hopefully, by the end of the day, we have three up, we have 
five more to go.  (end of video) 
 
Ok, for those of you that haven’t yet experienced the, it’s a prophetic pool, it’s like literally a 
manifestation of the vision of Isaiah.   When corona ends, we are making Arugot farm so 
beautiful for you all to come and visit.  You’re going to love it and so you know there are so 
many more questions.  And I’m definitely going to have to have this as, like for the next Q & A 
session, but I just want everyone for a moment, in all of the chaos, to just imagine for a 
moment that somehow, every family around the world, were to commit to serving the ultimate 
good, we’re going to follow their hearts and conscience and bring light into the world.  And just 
make small steps.  Making their lives in the world around them a little better every day.  Instead 
of warring and coveting people, people came together to make themselves and the world a 
better place.  The world would reach unimaginable heights.  The prophets of Israel promise that 
that is about to happen.  We are just steps away now.  The Jewish people have returned to the 
Land of Israel.  We are steps away from the world having an awakening.  And the goal of this 
fellowship is to invite every believer around the world to join this tshuva movement to align 
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ourselves with our best selves.  To get back into who we know we can be.  And back to the 
heart of Israel, to the values and the spirit of the Bible, because without the Spirit of the Bible, 
the world will perish.  And we’re told now, that the Spirit and the knowledge of God will cover 
the world like water covers the sea. 
 
And so, members around the world, branches connected to roots of Israel, living as examples 
for the children around them.  They should see blessings come upon them, blessings from Zion 
to their children and their children’s children, all the days of their lives.  To light up the world 
and to live with the Presence of the living God in their life.  And so, you should be blessed.  
Thank you for joining us today. We all want to grow.  We want to be closer.  All of us are in this 
process of return and restoration.  We’re all believers.  We don’t all believe in the same thing, 
but we all believe in God.  Don’t underestimate that.  That is a huge, huge triumph reality.  That 
believers from around the world have finally put their differences aside and are saying, yes, we 
stand with Israel; yes, we stand with God; and yes, we stand with the moral conscience of man 
and we want to bring more light into the world.  And so, in the name of all of Israel, I bless 
every single one of you that you live as a blessing for the people around you. 
 
Aaronic blessing 
 
Thank you all so much for joining today.  I can’t wait to hear from you.  I’ll see you next week.   
Shalom  
 
 
 


